; Busway pa,lysed

» Scale of dispute between council and contractor emerges
» List of major defects blighting project is finally revealed
- »2.Legal wrangle will cost £5m —and could last until 2015 |
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THE guided busway is
“paralysed” and a legal
battle between the
council and its con-
tractor is inevitable,
claim transport bosses.

In an unprecedented
move, Cambridgeshire
County Council has pub-
licly blamed contractor
BAM Nuttall (BNL) for the
| delays and ever-rising cost
| of the blighted busway
scheme.

A document released
yesterday details the main

They include a leaking
viaduct, a constantly flood-
| ing cycleway and footpath
| and a park and ride site
built at the wrong angle.

| Council chiefs have said
| the contractor is solely
| responsible for preventing

sticking points which BNL '
are “refusing to recognise”.

the scheme from opening,
adding it has been “para-
lysed because the con-
tractor is not addressing
issues they are required |
to”.

The council even claims
BNL caused some of the
problems simply “to
reduce costs”. The report
reveals that councillors
want to force BNL to pay
£48,867,500 of the current
overspend of £53 million.

Critics say the Con-
servative-led council has
kept the public in the dark
for too long and the |
contractor should not take |
all the blame.

BNL slammed the
council for failing to |
consult it before releasing |
the revealing document - |
saying it did not agree with |
many of the statements |
made by the council. i
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